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Incendta lumen 
Prebebant, aliguifque malo fuit ufus in illo: 
Ov. Met. 


IR Francis Bacon, in the Dedication before 
his Hiftory of Hezry the Seventh, obferves,. 
that peaceable Times are the beft to live in, 
though not fo proper to furnifh Materials for a 
Writer: As hilly Countries afford the moft en- 
tertaining Profpects, though a Man would chule 
to travel through a plain One. Tothis we may 
add, That the Times, which are full of Ditor- 
ders and Tumults, are likewife the fulleft of In- 
ftruction. Hiftory indeed furnifhes us with very 
diftina Accounts of Faétions, Confpiracies , 
Civil Wars and Rebellions, with the fatal Con- 
fequences that attend them: But they do not 
make fuch deep and lafting Impreffions on our 
Minds, as Events of the fame Nature, to which 
we have our felves been Witneffes, andin which 
we or our I'riends and Acquaintance have been 
Sufferers, As Adverfity makes a Man Wife 
in his private Affairs, civil Calamities give him 
tudence and Circumfpection in his publick 
Conduet. 

The Miferies of the Civil War. under the 
Reign of King Charles the Firft, and the Con- 
fequences which enfued upon them, did,. for 
many Years, deter the Inhabitants of our Ifland 
from the Thoughts of engaging anew in fuch 
defperate Undertakings; and convinced them, 

H 4 by 








152 The Free-Houper. 


by fatal Experience, that nothing could be {o 
pernicious to the Exglifb, and fo Oppofite to 
the Genius of the People, as the Subverfion of 
Monarchy. In the like Manner we may hope 
that the great Expences brought upon the Na- 
tion by the prefent Rebellion ; the Sufferings of 
innocent People, who have lived in that Place 
which was the Scene of it; with that dreadful 
Profpe& of Ruine and Confufion which mui 
have followed its Succefs; will fecure us from 
the like Attempts for the future, and fix His Ma- 
yefty upon the Throne of Great Britain; efpeci- 
ally when thofe who are prompted to fuch wick- 
ed Praétices refle€t upon the Punifhments to 
which the Criminals have expofed themfelves, 
and the Miferies in which they have involved 
their Relations, Friends and Families. 

It will be tikewife worth their while to con- 
fider, how fuch Tumults and Riots, as have 
been encouraged by many, who, we may hope 
did not propofe to themfelves fuch fatal Confe- 
quences, lead to a Civil War: and how natu- 
rally that feditious kind of Converfation, which 
many feem to think confiftent with their Reli- 
gion and Morality, ends in an open Rebellion. 
1 queftion not but the more virtuous and con- 
fiderate Part of our Malecontents are now ftung 
with a very juft Remorfe for this their Mannct 
of Proceeding, which has fo vifibly tended to 
the DeftruGtion of their Friends, and the Suffer- 
ings of their Countrey. This may, atthe fame 

ime, prove an inftruGtive Leffon to the Boidett 
and Braveft among the Diflaffe€ted, not to build 
any Hopes upon the talkative Zealots of theit 
Party; who have thewn by their whole Beha- 
viour, that their Hearts are equally filled with 
Treafon and Cowardice. An Army of Tramp 
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ters would give as great a Strength toa Caufe, as 
this Confederacy of Tongne-Warriours ; who 
like thofe military Muficians, content themfelves 
with animating their Friends to Battel, and run 
out of the Engagement upon the firft Onfet. 

But one of the moft ufeful Maxims we can 
learn from the prefent Rebellion, is, That no- 
thing can. be more contemptible and infignifi- 
cant, than the Scum of a People, when they are 
inftigated againft a King, who is fupported by 
the Two Branches of the Legiflature. A Mob 
may pull down a Meeting Houfe, but will ne- 
ver be able to over-turn a Government, which 
has a courageous and wife Prince at the Head 
ofit, and one who is zealoufly affifted by the great 
Council of the Nation, that beft know the Value 
ofhim. The Authority of the Lords and Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Conjunction with that 
of their Soveraign, is not to be controul’d by a 
tumultuary Rabble. It is big with Fleets and 
Armies, can fortify itfelf with what Laws it 
fhall judge proper for its own Defence, can 
command the Wealth of the Kingdom for the 
Security of the People, and engage the whole 

roteftant Intereft of Europe in fo good and juft 
a Caufe. A diforderly Multitude contending 
with the Body of the Legiflature, is like a Man 
ma Fit under the Conduét of one in the Full- 
hefs of his Health and Strength. Suchaoneis fure 
to be over-ruled in a little Time, though he 
deals about his Blows, and exerts himfelf in the 
moft urious Convulfions while the Diftemper 
BS upon him. 

We may farther learn from the Courfe of the 
prefent Rebellion, who among the foreign 
States in our Neighbourhood are the true and 
Batural Friends of Great Britain, if we oblerve 
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which of them gave us their Affiftance in re- 
ducing our Countrey to a State of Peace and 
Tranquiliity ; and which of them ufed their En- 
deavours to heightervour Confufions, and plunge 
us into all the Evils of a Civil War. I thail 
only take Notice under this Head, that in for- 
mer Ages it was the conftant Policy of France 
to raife and cherifh inteftine Feuds and Difcords 
in the Ifle of Great Britam, that we might ei- 
ther falla Prey into their Hands, or that they 
might profecute their Defigns upon the Conti- 
nent with leis Interruption. Innumerable [n- 
itances of this Nature occur in Hiftory. The 
moft remarkable One was that in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firft. “Though that Prince was 
marriedto a Daughter of Frauce,. and was perlo- 
nally beloved and efteemed in the Frezch Court, 
it is well known that they abetted both Parties 
tn the Civil War, and always furnifhed Supplies 
to the weaker Side, left there fhould be an End 
put to thofe fatal Divifions. 
We might alfo obferve, that this- Rebellion 
has been a Means of difcovering to His Maje- 
fty, how much he may depend upon the Pro- 
feflions. and Principles of the feveral Parties 
among his own Subjects; who are. thofe Per- 
fons that have efpoufed his Interefts with Zeal 
or Indifference; and who among them are il- 
fluenced to their Allegiance by Places, Duty, 
or Affe@tion. But as thefe, and feveral other 
Confiderations, are obvious to the Thoughts ol 
every Reader, I fhall conclude, with obferving 
how naturally many of thofe, who diftinguifh 
themfelves by the Name of the High-Church, 
unite themfeives to the Caufe of Popery; fince 
it ts gnanifelt that alithe Proteftants concerned 
in 
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inthe Rebellion, were fuch as gloried in this 
Dittinétion. 

It would be very unjuft; to charge all who 
have ranged themfelves under this new Deno- 
mination, as if they had done it with a Defign 
to favour the Interefts of Popery. Butit is cer- 
tain that many of them, who at their firft fet- 
ting out were moft averfe to the Do€trines of 
the Church of Rome, have by the Cunning of 
our Adverfaries, been infpired with fuch an un- 
reafonable Averfion to their Proteftant Brethren, . 
and taught to think fo favourably of the Roman- 
Catholick Principles, (not to mention the Endea- 
vours that have been ufed to reconcile the Do- 
rines of the Two Churches, which are in 
themfelves as oppofite as Light and Darknefs) 
that they have been drawn over infenfibly in- 
to its Interefts. It is no wonder, therefore, , 
that fo many of thefe deluded Zealots have been 
engaged in a Caufe which they at firft abhorr’d, 
and have wifhed or aéted for the Succefs ofan 
Enterprize, that might have ended in the Extir-- 
pation of the Proteftant Religion in this King- 
dom, andin all Ezrope. In fhort, they are like 
the Syriaus; who were firft {mitten with Blind- 
nefs, and unknowingly led out of their Way: 
into the Capital of their Enemy’s Countrey’; 
infomuch that the Text tellsus, When they open- 
: their Eyes, they found themfelves im the midft of 
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